rs, 
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( An Instrument of Fellowship 


The attention of our Baptist people is focussing 
more and more on the London Congress of 1955. 
The Alliance was organized in London on July 17, 
1905, during the first Baptist World Congress. 
Since then other Congresses have followed: Phil- 
adelphia 1911, Stockholm 1923, Toronto 1928, 
Berlin 1934, Atlanta 1939, Copenhagen 1947, 
Cleveland 1950. The Golden Jubilee Congress 
next year will thus be the ninth in order. 

One of the leaders at the very first Congress 
made the following statement: “A new thing has 
been born: a Baptist world consciousness.” 

Many years later, from Baptist leaders in a 
country behind the Iron Curtain, came this mes- 
sage: “Tell Baptists everywhere that though we 
may be cut off from them, we shall always be 
conscious of our oneness with fellow believers 
in other lands.” 

Nothing has contributed more toward fostering 


| this consciousness than the eight world assemblies 


its 
ily 


he ' 


| Baptists everywhere. 


hitherto held. Leaders from many lands have 
come to know and appreciate each other. Roll 
calls with respondents from far countries have 
dramatized the global reach of our fellowship. 
Representatives from small Baptist bodies have 
brought home with them something of the vision 


_ and lift received at a world gathering. Contacts 
| have been established, leading to mutual aid in 


times of war and distress. 

Pronouncements have been adopted, voicing 
from a world platform the concerns common to 
Public attention has been 
alerted to our message to an extent possible only 


in an international context. 
No other single factor in the work of the Bap- 


_ tist World Alliance has proved so fruitful in pro- 


moting “the spirit of fellowship, service and co-op- 


eration” among Baptists around the world. A.T.O. 





| Speakers for Jubilee Congress Chosen 


In annual session at the Southern Baptist Theo- 


| logical Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky, September 
910, the Executive Committee of the Baptist 
‘ 
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World Alliance approved the tentative program 
for the ninth world assembly July 16-22, 1955. 
Five continents, eight countries and thirteen Bap- 
tist conventions were represented at this commit- 
tee meeting. Its next meeting will be held in 
London July 14-15, immediately preceding the 
next Congress. 

With a program built around the theme “Jesus 
Christ the same yesterday, and today, and for 
ever” (Hebrews 13:8), the Congress will open 
Saturday afternoon, July 16. The Rev. Lawrence 
A. North of Wellington, New Zealand, will deliver 
the keynote address of the Congress at that session. 
He will use the subject: “The Changeless Christ 
in a Changing World.” 

The Congress sermon, scheduled for the eighth 
session, Tuesday evening, will be delivered by 
Dr. Joac Soren, pastor of the First Baptist Church, 
Rio de Janeiro. It will be the first time in BWA 
history that the preacher chosen for this signif- 
icant part of the program is other than a Euro- 
pean or North American. 

Dr. Billy Graham, world renowned Baptist 
evangelist, has been invited to deliver the “Cor- 
onation address” at the final session of the Con- 
gress Friday evening, July 22. 

The committee elected Dr. Edward B. Willing- 
ham of Washington, D. C., successor to George B. 
Fraser as Western treasurer of the Alliance. 

Extensive report was given of a conference 
of Friends (Quakers) and Russian Baptists held 
in Rattvik, Sweden, August 4-12, which was at- 
tended by Dr. Theodore F. Adams, Dr. V. Carney 
Hargroves, and Dr. J. H. Jackson, of the U. S. A.; 
Dr. R. L. Child and Dr. H. R. Williamson of 
England; the general secretary and the associate 
secretary of the Baptist World Alliance; Jacob 
Zhidkov, Alexander Karey, Nicolai Levindanto, 
Alexei Karpov, Flor Astachov, and Miss Claudia 
Tirtova, all of the Russian Baptist Council; Ruben 
Swedberg, Erik Ruden, Eric Strutz, Arvid Svard. 
and Gunnar Westin, of the Baptist Union of Sweden. 
This conference was a follow-up of contacts made, 
on the initiative of Anglo-American Friends, when 
a conference was held in Moscow in 1952. 








Asia 
Japan 


The annual sessions of the Japan Baptist Con- 
vention scheduled this year for the first time a 
woman speaker. Missionary Lucy Smith of Tokyo 
addressed the Convention, with Akiko Endo 
Matsumura as interpreter. Membership of the 
Convention has grown from 7,035 in 1953 to 7,536 
this year; from 55 churches to 59. Sunday school 
enrolment is 11,246 with average. attendance of 
8,131. The offering for the year was 10,489,184 
yen. The Japan churches contributed 1,338,345 
yen to their Cooperative Program. 

Buntaro Kimura was _ re-elected president, 
Noboru Arase re-elected executive secretary, and 
Shuichi Matsumura was elected chairman of the 
Evangelistic Department. 


Thailand 

In this frontier of the free world in Southeast 
Asia, the only country of the area that has been 
free and independent for many years, where 
Buddhism is strong but complete freedom to 
preach the gospel is maintained, Baptist efforts 
began in 1949 with the evacuation of missionaries 
from China. In Bangkok and two other centers, 
17 missionaries are at work. Two churches, one 
Chinese and one Thai, have been organized, and 
there is a seminary, book store, student center, 
and six chapels. Thailand has the largest Chinese 
population of any country outside China, accord- 
ing to our correspondent, Missionary D. Rudalph 
Russell, of the Southern Baptists (U.S.A.). 

American Baptists entered Thailand in 1953 to 
minister to the Karens of Burma and Swatow- 
speaking Chinese who have emigrated to Thailand. 


Indonesia 

A Baptist theological seminary will. be opened 
in Semarang on the island of Java October 11, 
under auspices of the Foreign Mission Board, 
Southern Baptist Convention, U. S. A. This is 
the sixth seminary to be founded by. evacuated 
China missionaries on duty in other parts of Asia. 

The Indonesian Ministry of Health has granted 
permit to open and develop medical work at 
Kediri, a city of 185,000 in a district of 3,500,000, 
served by only seven qualified doctors, one hospital 
of 40 beds, and no nurses. Three women medical 
missionaries, a doctor and two nurses, will open 
the clinic at Kediri. 


Australasta 


New South Wales 


“Seven prisoners—three of them declared habit- 
ual criminals—have been rehabilitated by the one- 
man crusade of a middle-aged Mudgee farmer.” 

This is the lead of a news story in the Aus- 
tralian daily Sun-Herald of June 6, 1954, on the 
work of Deacon F. C. Blackman of the Baptist 





Church at Mudgee, New South Wales, for the} | 
past five years. £ 
Mr. Blackman has dealt with eight prisoney | 

in four jails and only one appears to have faile 
to respond. His.campaign began when he wrot | , 
to a Mudgee man serving a sentence. “In the fir | 
letter I write to a prisoner I point out the foolish. | ; 
ness of his past life, and tell him that if he desire; | 
I will offer him my friendship and a new way of} | 
life as told by the New Testament,” he said. 
“In other letters I merely preach the gospel} | 
by correspondence. I take it steadily and late} | 

I offer a Bible, and in each case the men haye | 
accepted.” 
Jail and welfare authorities were astounded a} ; 
the results. Mr. Blackman gives credit to the} | 
help offered by his fellow Baptists in accepting} 1 
and befriending the prisoners after their release, | | 
é 


Europe 


England 


Visitors to the Royal Lancashire Agricultural | 
Show were surprised to find among the farming | 
and industrial exhibits this year a Baptist Exhihi- | 
tion and Rest Tent, provided by the Lancashire 
and Cheshire Association, and staffed by a team 
of its ministers and women leaders. ‘ 


Displays of photographs showing the work the f 


BWA fosters in Europe, pictures of local churches, 
posters presenting the work of British Baptists, 
Carey Kingsgate Press publications, pamphlets 
about who Baptists are and what they believe, P 
and a map of the county showing location of the ; 
Baptist churches attracted much attention. H 
Every visitor was served a cup of tea and cookies | b 
during the four-day fair. This friendly evidence| | 
of “Baptists on the Show Ground” merited an , 
editorial in the Blackpool Gazette. b 
France r 


The Federation of Evangelical Baptist Churches | 
of France’held its annual congress May 27 at, F 
Lyon. President Henri Vincent reports the sta: | B 
tistics for 1953: Is 

Number of churches, 19; number of pastors, 4 
16 ordained, 3 unordained; total church mem 
bership, 1,459 with 195 baptisms for the year. t 
The number in Sunday school, 500. Total con ™ 
tributions for the year, Fr. 13,062,270. t 

For Belgium the statistics are as follows: Five ™ 
churches, 4 pastors, 225 members, 12 baptisms for! la 
the year, 70 pupils in Sunday school, total con, - 
tributions (Belgian francs) 246,328. 


Germany 
_ The triennial conference of the 100,000 German 
Baptists was held in Hamburg in late August, 
with W. O. Lewis representing the Alliance, and: A 
5,000 attending. - 

Life for Baptists and all evangelicals in Germany | 
is still divided into three sections: West Germany,| 
East Germany, and four-sector Berlin. In the! 0 
Berlin area are about 30 Baptist congregations, | (r 
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gveral hospitals and other charitable institutions 


} for the care of needy aged people and homeless 


young men and young women. 

A new Baptist chapel with a seating capacity 
of 600 was dedicated May 16 at Neukolln, a 
crowded suburb. Five tents in the Western sectors 
and West Germany house evangelistic services 
conducted by local Baptists. The Home for the 
Aged at Munich, built with BWA funds, to min- 
ister to displaced persons and German refugees, 
has recently celebrated its first anniversary. It 
has the confidence of city officials. 

The formation of a European Baptist Missionary 
Society was announced at the conference. It is 
sponsored by the Baptists of Germany, Austria, 
France, and Switzerland, with other national Bap- 
tist groups expected to join later. The first 
mission field will probably be the French Cam- 
eroon, West Africa. 


Spain 

The Second Baptist Church of Madrid, whose 
pastor is Rev. Jose Beltran, was closed by police 
order July 17, 1954. The agent of the police was 
unable to explain the action except by the words 
on the order, “For various infractions.” 

Investigation is being made by Dr. George W. 
Sadler, European secretary for the Southern 
Baptist (U. S. A.) Foreign Mission Board which 
owns the church building and which sponsors 
Baptist missions in Spain. The church has written 
permission from the Spanish government to hold 
religious services, and has functioned for five years 
under this permit. Evangelical work has been 
hampered in various ways in towns and villages, 
but this is the first time a Baptist church in the 
capital has been closed. Some American citizens 
working with the air bases in Madrid are mem- 
bers of this church and take part in its services 
regularly. 

Henry Cook, president of the European Baptist 


’ Federation, spent two weeks visiting Spanish 


Baptists last April. In his report in the April 29 
issue of The Baptist Times he indicated certain 
difficulties the churches face, and said, “In other 
words we are tolerated, but we have no guarantee 
that the toleration will continue. But my main 
impression is that of enthusiasm and vitality in 
these churches. . . . The average attendance 
in our 36 churches is about 3,000 . . . with the 
larger proportion of them men and young people. 
... Practically every deacon preaches!” 

Three Southern Baptist missionary couples 
assist Baptists in Spain. 


North Ametica 
Alaska 


The first Baptist missionary project in this 
territory of the U. S. A. was the Kodiak Baptist 
Orphanage founded in 1893 by the Northern 
(now American) Baptist Convention, according 


to an account of Alaskan missions in The Baptist 
Herald. The children of this orphanage grew 
up to form the First Baptist Church of Alaska and 
for many years it was the only Baptist church of 
the Territory. 

The large Army and Navy bases established 
during World War II brought an increase in popu- 
lation and in church membership, and a new 
church building has been erected. American 
Baptists bought the Presbyterian plant at Cordova 
and assumed the responsibility for the Community 
Hospital. A Gospel Ship is in operation, taking 





Meet a Vice-President 


Sadamoto Kawano of 
Fukuoka, Japan, the son 
of a Shinto priest, is 
acting president of 
Seinan (Southwestern) 
University, an _ institu- 
tion sponsored jointly 
by the Japan Baptist 
Convention and the 
Southern (U. S. A.) 
Baptist Convention. He 
became a Christian in 
1924 while a student at 
the same institution before it became a university. 
He secured further training at Seinan Seminary, 
and at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
and Oberlin Graduate School in America, 1935-37. 
He became professor of New Testament in the 
Seinan Seminary in 1948, and is now also vice- 
president of Seinan University. He was elected 
vice-president of the Baptist World Alliance in 
1950. He and Mrs. Kawano have five children. 
Mr. Kawano has been elected to represent Japan 
at the Jubilee Congress. 





the evangelical message to remote coastal villages. 

At Juneau, the capital city, a children’s home 
was opened in 1934 by Missionary Hilda D. 
Krause, author of the article in the Herald, who 
was sponsored by independent Baptists in the 
States. Support was inadequate to organize a 
Baptist church. 

Chaplains on duty in Alaska during the last 
war held revivals in Anchorage and Fairbanks, 
and churches sprang up. The number of Bap- 
tists sent to the territory for military or civilian 
service made church organization easy, and 
reports to the home churches in the States brought 
eager response. As the chaplains were trans- 
ferred, Baptist ministers from the South were sum- 
moned to fill the pastorates. The first Baptist 
Church of Juneau was organized with 13 members, | 
and now has almost 100 members. 

Anchorage First Church, organized in 1943, 
claims 400 members and several missions which 
are now churches. Two Negro Baptist churches 











at Anchorage have about 200 members. A Bap- 
tist Children’s Home and a Baptist College are 
also in that city. 

The Alaska Baptist Convention was organized 
in 1946 and meets annually. It publishes a four- 
page monthly named Alaska Baptist Messenger. 


South America 


Paraguay 


Dr. Luis Padrosa, a former Jesuit priest from 
Spain, now a Baptist preacher, conducted services 
in Asuncion July 28 to August 1, with consider- 
able impact upon this capital city. 

Formerly director and founder of the Loyola 
Institute of Normal Psychology and Pathology 
in Barcelona, he is now professor of pastoral 
psychology in the Evangelical Seminary in Buenos 
Aires. His conversion to the evangelical faith 
came about when he studied the Bible in an effort 
to combat Protestantism more vigorously in 
Spain. He left the Catholic Church and Spain 
in 1951, for Argentina. 

Due to an intensified campaign against evan- 
gelicals in Paraguay recently, Dr. Padrosa was 
invited to visit Asuncion and hold conferences, 
explaining the evangelical point of view on various 
doctrines. More than 700 attended the confer- 
ences, some of them priests, one a former pro- 
fessor of the speaker. When interference threat- 
ened, the President-elect and other top govern- 
ment officials made public statements that 
Paraguay enjoys religious freedom and such a 
privilege as open discussion of differences of 
opinion on doctrinal matters would be protected. 

“Our evangelical people feel stronger than ever 
before” as a result of these conferences, Mis- 
sionary Frances E. Roberts, our correspondent, 
reports. 


Ruschlikon (Zurich) Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary in Switzerland opened in September with 
its largest student body: 46. President and Mrs. 
Josef Nordenhaug and family visited the United 
States last summer where Dr. Nordenhaug under- 
went surgery. 


New Zealand Baptists, who set a goal of £20,000 
for a special college appeal, contributed £24,000, 
according to Editor N. R. Wood of the New Zea- 
land Baptist. 


A 12-week series of outdoor worship services 
was held for the third consecutive year in a neigh- 
borhood drive-in theater by the North Syracuse 
(New York) Baptist Church. More than 4,000 
attended these services, many of them from other 
parts of the U. S. A. and from Canada. 


Papers and Recommendations that came out 
of the first theological conference of the American 
Baptist Convention, held at Green Lake, Wiscon- 





sin, last summer are now available in bookle 
form at 35 cents a copy (10 copies for $3) from 
Council of Missionary Co-operation, America 
Baptist Convention, 152 Madison Avenue, Ney 
York 16, N. Y. 









Former relief worker J. D. Franks, more ry. 
cently on the staff of the European Baptist Senj. 
nary at Ruschlikon, has retired from active service, 
and he and Mrs. Franks now live at Wake Fores, 
North Carolina. 
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Spanish young Baptists have a camp at |, 
Excala near the French border of Spain. They 
held a retreat there August 1-8. Special training 
for youth leaders was conducted in Barcelona 
June 28-July 3, and in Madrid August 24-29, 
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The world’s largest Baptist paper, The Baptis 
Standard of Texas (circulation: 280,000 a week) 
has a new editor. Dr. E. S. James succeeded 
Dr. David M. Gardner September 1. 







Italian Baptist women sent their Christma 
Love Offering ($1,000) to Nigeria, West Africa, 
for the employment of two national workers for 
a year. 







The (British) Baptist Missionary Society’s ap. 
pointees for the Belgian Congo are being given 
orientation in Brussels under the direction of the 
Belgian Educational Department. This service 
is given without charge to Protestant missionaries, 
although the party now in power is Roman Catho 
lic. Some 312 missionaries received training in 
1953. 
















For television showing primarily, the Radio 
Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention 
will soon release is first dramatic film “This My 
Son.” It will be seen first in the churches and 
released by Baptist book stores. pr 






The Argentine-Uruguayan-Paraguayan Bap 
tist Convention of South America will be repre Ne 
sented at the Jubilee Congress by the Rev. San} py, 
tiago Canclini, pastor of Central Baptist Church, 
Buenos Aires. He is a member of the BWA exec} 
utive committee. 


Korean Relief efforts sponsored by the BWA 
Relief Committee are being aided by an Australias 
couple. newlyweds, sent by the Baptist Union 0! 
Australia last summer. Vincent Chataway is # 
veteran of the Japan Occupation; Mrs. Chataway|  ( 
is a triple-certificated nurse. eit! 


President Eisenhower has urged the governor) Lir 
of the 48 states to implement the Refugee Reset! Dr, 
tlement Program authorized in 1953. Adolf: 











Klaupiks, co-ordinator of the BWA Refugee Re} 
settlement Program, is geared to help Baptiss} typ 
in the USA to assist in this new resettlemet!} are 
project. Sec 





